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[Abstract:] The force at this Dept. is taxed to the utmost. 


United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Engraver’s Department, 
June 18, 1883 


Sir 


In answer to your inquiry, “Whether the force under me is in excess of the requirements 
of the service”. I would respectfully state, that as the force is at present less than has been for 
many years, and with the demand that is now made upon it, it is only by the most careful 
management that I am able to execute the work of the department. I do not ask for extra 
assistance as I am in hopes the nickel coinage will somewhat decrease which will bring relief to 
this department. 


Very respectfully 
Your obedient servant 
Chas. E. Barber 
Engraver 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


